
Reheating the Cold WaR?

the June 28th arrest of ten alleged 
Russian spies, suspected of operating 
in America for a decade, conjured up 
memories of Cold War hostilities. 

Just days after US president Barack Obama 
and Russian president Dmitry Medvedev 
announced they’d “reset” US-Russian 
ties, the renewed relationship is at risk of 
losing much of its sizzle. At least one of 
the suspects, a so-called “Juan Lazaro,” 
reportedly admitted spying for Russia’s 
SVR Intelligence Services, one of the 
successor agencies to the notorious KGB.

Russian foreign ministry officials 
claimed that they did “not understand the 
reasons that prompted” the arrests, and 
emphatically denied committing “any kind 
of actions directed against the interests of 
the United States.” Other analysts in Russia 
speculated that the arrests — and their 
curious timing — were a plot by American 
hawks to put the country in a bad light.

American officials, too, downplayed the 
effect of the arrests on sensitive relations 
with Moscow. Assistant Secretary of State 
for European Affairs Philip Gordon said 
the former Cold War nemeses have made 
“significant progress” over the past eighteen 
months, adding, “We’re beyond the Cold 
War.” Gordon went on to dismiss Russia’s 
spying activities as mere “vestiges of old 
attempts to use intelligence.”

Some other observers weren’t so sure. 
Ariel Cohen, a senior research fellow in 
Russian and Eurasian studies at the Heritage 
Foundation, said, “The discovery of the spy 
network indicates that the current Russian 
leadership is still living in the past. To them, 
the US is still an intelligence target, not a 
partner.”

However, in a conversation with 
Mishpacha, James 
M. Goldgeier, a 
former official 
at the US State 
D e p a r t m e n t 
and National 
Security Council, 
and currently a 
political science 
and international 
politics professor 

at George Washington University, 
said comparisons to the Cold War are 
exaggerated. 

“Relations between the US and Russia 
are a lot better than they were just a few 
years ago,” he said. “Both sides realize that 
they’re better off with a good relationship 
than with a bad one.”

Goldgeier cited Russia’s support for 
sanctions against Iran, with whom they 
conducted $3 billion in bilateral trade in 
2009, and Moscow’s cooperation in meeting 
America’s transit needs to Afghanistan as 
proof that Russian attitudes towards the US 
have truly improved. He downplayed the 
espionage scandal as something that “all 
countries do.” 

Furthermore, Goldgeier rejected any 
parallels between the recent arrests and 
the Jonathan Pollard case, which seriously 
damaged relations between the US and 
Israel. “Only a high-level security breach 
tends to have a serious effect on countries’ 
relations. Based on where the alleged spies 
were located, it’s hard to believe that they 
had any access to high-level information,” 
said Goldgeier.

While fallout from the arrests continued 
to make headlines in Washington, Russian 
foreign minister Sergei Lavrov told Israeli 
President Shimon Peres that ties with Israel 
are “on the rise.” Israel has long objected 
to Russia’s trade relationship with Iran, but 
Goldgeier insists there are points of light in 
Moscow’s record vis-à-vis Tehran. 

“Russia certainly does have a 
longstanding relationship with Iran,” he 
concedes. “However, they still supported 
the recent UN sanctions and didn’t go ahead 
with a planned sale of S-300 anti-aircraft 
missiles to Iran. In recent years, there has 
been mutual frustration between the two 
countries.” 

One sticking point that clearly emerged 
during Lavrov’s trip to Israel was his 
outright rejection of Israel’s request that 
Russia sever ties with Hamas. Nevertheless, 
Goldgeier insists that Russia, despite its 
membership in the UN Security Council 
and Middle East peace process “quartet,” 
is in reality “not a central player in Mideast 
peace. I don’t think that the Russians will  
have a major effect on Israel.”

— Shimmy Blum

Analysts split about meaning of arrests of 10 alleged Russian spies
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“Relations are a lot better than they were just a few years ago. Both sides 
realize they’re better off with a good relationship than with a bad one” 

— Prof. James M. Goldgeier

Resetting relations: Obama and Medvedev meet reporters in Washington in June.
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Researchers at Hebrew University–Hadassah Medical School 
have developed a method to use GPS technology to track post-
operative recovery. Patients carry a GPS unit following an 
operation, which tracks their movements and overall mobility. 
In the future, the technology will integrate additional sensors 
that will allow the combination of GPS data with physiological 
data, such as heart rate and blood pressure. 

The uproar was predictable over US Supreme Court nominee 
Elana Kagan’s declaration that former Israeli Supreme Court 
chief justice Aharon Barak is her “judicial hero.” Conservative 
groups and commentators jumped on the comment to suggest 
her admiration for one of the world’s leading judicial activists 
should disqualify her from a seat on the high court, whereas 
liberal observers saw the Barak remark in a positive light. 

Mishpacha columnist Yonoson Rosenblum, a qualified 
lawyer, summed the fight up neatly: “Barak is the idol of Yale 
and Harvard law students because he provided the model of an 
unelected court actually running a country, with slight regard 
for the democratically elected branches.”

Australian Jews in Sydney’s St. Ives neighborhood have applied 
for permission to build an eiruv, but some non-Jewish residents 
have voiced opposition to the plan. The neighborhood, on 
Sydney’s North Shore, is home to several hundred Orthodox 
families as well as the Masada College campus. Opponents of the 
plan say the boundary would 
be an eyesore and would make 
the neighborhood a Jewish 
“enclave.” But proponents say 
the eiruv wires would rest on 
existing power lines high above 
the human field of vision. Stay 
tuned as the case goes to court.

the Israeli town of Emanuel isn’t the 
only community whose chareidi 
school policies have landed in 

court. In Montreal, Canada, Yeshiva 
Toras Moshe D’Satmar is battling the 
Quebec education ministry’s stepped-
up enforcement of laws that mandate at 
least twenty-two hours a week of secular 
studies, along with specific subject matter 
and teacher qualification guidelines, for 
private schools.

Reb Shie (Alex) Werzberger, born 
in Satmar, Romania, and president of 
the Coalition of Outremont Hassidic 
Organizations (COHO), told Mishpacha 
that community members will fight 
“until the very end” to maintain the 
community’s long-held standards of 
education.

For decades, Satmar schools were the 
only ones to refuse the ministry’s private 
school subsidy, which currently amounts 
to roughly $4,800 a student per year. 
Werzberger explained that “we were 
always worried that down the line these 
funds would translate into government 
intervention.”

That day has come, even though 
Satmar still does not take government 
cash. Ministry officials now want to 
impose their requirements on schools 
that reject funding too. While other local 
Jewish schools have agreed to adhere to 
the requirements, Satmar activists are 
gearing up for a costly court battle that 
could take many years and eventually 
reach the country’s Supreme Court. The 
next court date is set for October 23rd.

Werzberger says he hopes for a 
smoother resolution, under which the 
government will agree to negotiate and 
avoid the prospect of forcibly keeping 
children from attending school. 

“We currently teach a variety of 
secular studies for about eight hours 
a week,” he says. “Gemara, Shulchan 
Aruch, and other religious studies 
sharpen students’ minds no less than 
reading government-mandated literature. 
In America, religious studies in yeshivah 
count as credits by many secular 
universities when coupled with secular 
studies credits. Hopefully, Canadians 
will also realize these studies’ value in 
students’ overall advancement.” 

— Shimmy Blum 

SatmaR SChool in Canadian CouRt

legiSlating FRom the BenCh eiRuV Fight in auStRalia

tRaCKing ReCoVeRY

Prof. James M. Goldgeier
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Israel has successfully launched 
its latest spy satellite, Ofek 9. The 
Israeli-made device now operates 

in conjunction with five other satellites, 
affording unprecedented surveillance 
capability for every corner of the Middle 
East. Isaac Ben-Israel, chairman of the 
Israel Space Agency, told the Hebrew-
language Ynet website that Ofek 9 will 
pay special attention to Iran. “[It] will 
be able to detect any material, including 
the nuclear kind, transported by the 
Iranians." 

E-focals, electronic bifocals, will 
be available in the US later this 
year. Using software like the 

iPhone’s, the glasses track the wearer’s 
eyes, adjusting automatically as the 
eyes move to see things up close or far 
away. The lenses have liquid crystals 
that change how much they bend light 
when an electrical current runs through 
them. (Discover)

Velcro is everywhere, not just on 
your clothing: there are 10,000 
inches of it in every NASA space 

shuttle; it is used for sticking insignia 
on US army uniforms; and it holds 
down floor mats in cars. Velcro was 
originally inspired by cocklebur seeds 
that naturally hook onto the fibers of 
every hiker’s clothing. Now scientists 
have discovered biological Velcro in 
French Guiana: the claws of A. andreae 
ants hook onto the velvet-like surface 
of C. obtuse leaves, affording leverage 
enough to capture locusts 13,500 times 
their own weight. No other ant species 
is so strong.

T he $100 billion lighting industry 
is switching from incandescent to 
LED bulbs, according to Reuters. 

The latter consume only 20% as much 
energy and can last much longer. Wal-
Mart and Starbucks are already installing 
them in their stores. They can last for up 
to 25 years, and the price (starting at 
$10 a bulb) is coming down fast. 

— Nehemiah Horowitz

Business &
Technology

in the Netherlands, local rabbis, 
government ministers, and even one 
Muslim member of parliament say they 

support a plan announced by Dutch police 
in late June for police to go undercover in 
order to combat anti-Semitism in heavily 
Muslim neighborhoods of Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam, and other cities. The plan calls 
for police to dress up as Orthodox Jews 
in order to identify and prosecute racist 
elements in Dutch society. 

Rabbis in the Netherlands and around 
Europe praised the plan, but they also stress 
the need for a holistic strategy against a 
growing wave of anti-Semitism in Europe, 
adding that police protection might be an 
answer to crime, but it is not an answer to 
anti-Semitism. 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Britain’s chief 
rabbi, has urged the Jewish community not 
to focus inwardly on anti-Semitism, but 
instead to enlist the help of other groups. 
He says that anti-Semitism is not merely 
a scourge for Jews, and that it is important 
to include non-Jews in the fight against 
racism. 

“I got a real shock several years 
ago when I attended an anti-Semitism 
conference in Belgium,” says Rabbi Sacks. 
“Ninety-seven percent of the people there 
were Jews. I thought to myself, ‘This 

is insane! We have to talk to Jews about 
anti-Semitism? Jews are the last people 
who need to be lectured about this topic.’ 
Instead of preaching to the choir, we’ve 
got to get out and build support among 
potential allies. We need to talk to non-
Jews and work together with them to fight 
racism.”

Because non-Jewish minorities 
are increasingly vulnerable in Europe, 
Rabbi Sacks says they have a built-in 
understanding of the threat that any sort of 
racism holds for their communities. 

“When I speak to non-Jews about 
anti-Semitism, I point out that racism 
begins against Jews, but never ends there. 
Here in Britain we’ve got very sizeable 
Indian, Pakistani, African, and even Arab 
minorities. All of them stand to suffer some 
backlash from widespread anti-Semitism, 
even if they don’t realize it at first. As such, 
it is very much in their interest to care 
about anti-Jewish racism, and non-Jewish 
leaders I’ve approached on this topic have 
been very receptive,” he says.

According to the Center for Information 
and Documentation about Israel (CIDI), a 
Dutch organization, there have been 70 
reported attacks on Jews in Holland in 
2010. That’s up from a total of 81 for all 
of 2007, and that trend tracks with similar 

figures around Europe. Those statistics do 
not include verbal abuse, such as “Death to 
the Jews,” or “Hitler was right,” remarks 
that Dutch Jews say have become common. 
Verbal attacks cannot be reported as crimes, 
but they do much to create an atmosphere 
of fear among local Jews. 

Rabbi Binyomin Jacobs, chief rabbi of 
the Netherlands, said the police effort will 
fail if it isn’t accompanied by an education 
campaign.

“The only way to deal with the issue 
of anti-Semitism is to increase education,” 
he told the European Jewish Press website. 
“Today, there are many schools which 
simply skip the lessons relating to World 
War II and the Holocaust.”

Of course that’s true, says Rabbi Sacks. 
“Jews cannot fight anti-Semitism alone. 
The victim cannot cure the crime. The 
hated cannot cure the hate.”

— Avi Friedman

thelastWord
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estonian president Toomas Hendrik 
Ilves visited Jerusalem for two days 
on June 28 and 29, ostensibly to 

encourage trade, pledge his country’s 
support for Israel-Palestinian peace, 
and generally strengthen ties between 
Jerusalem and Tallinn. As part of the 
official diplomatic itinerary, Ilves paid 
an obligatory visit to Yad Vashem, 
Israel’s Holocaust memorial, chatted 
over afternoon tea with Shimon Peres, 
and “bowed his head in memory of the 
millions of victims of the Holocaust.” 

But at home Ilves is also actively 
promoting a revisionist view of history 
by equating the Nazi Holocaust with 
crimes committed against the Baltic 
states by the Soviet Union. In the past 
Ilves has said, “The Nazis left Estonia 
after four years, but the Soviets stayed 
for fifty years, so the Soviet Union was 
worse than Nazi Germany.” On May 8, 
he participated in a memorial ceremony 
in Tallinn “to those who lost their lives” 
during World War II, including Nazi 
fighters, Estonian locals who murdered 
Jews, Soviet killers — and the Jews 
who died. That ceremony was organized 
by the Estonian Freedom Fighters 

Association, a successor organization 
to local Estonian groups that fought 
alongside the SS during World War II. 

The next day in Moscow, Ilves 
“celebrated” the anniversary of the Allied 
victory with a call to remember “all” the 
victims of that war: “When speaking 
about World War II, it is out of place to 
speak of winners and losers … all were 
victims of this war, [which resulted in] 
tremendous losses for all nations of 
Europe.”

Some might say that Ilves’s remarks 
seem reasonable, even justified. After 
all, well over 20 million Russians died 
during the war, and it is likely that more 
Germans died during that period than 
Jews. 

“That’s outrageous,” says Efraim 
Zuroff, director of the Simon Wiesenthal 
Centre in Jerusalem. “When he says 
‘all victims of this war,’ he is including 
Nazis, Estonians, Lithuanians, and 
other civilians who supported the Nazi 
invasion, and who fought along side the 
Third Reich. It is a case of Holocaust 
distortion and relativization.”

President Ilves rejected repeated 
requests to be interviewed for this story. 

holoCauSt diStoRtion in JeRuSalem
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Laying a wreath, but for whom? Estonian president Toomas Hendrik Ilves at Yad Vashem

Going undercover to protect local Jews? Dutch police officers on patrol in Amsterdam.  British Chief Rabbi Dr. Jonathan Sacks
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